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Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

What a great start we have had to 2023 already! We are so pleased to have had a normal 

start to the year this year and see all of our students and families on site on day one. 

 I would like to extend some warm Salisbury Park Primary welcomes to Y Nhi So (Year 

5/6), Julia Brewer (Year 5/6 & AUSLAN), Jess Neilson (Jacaranda 4), Anthony Dimech 

(Jacaranda) and Kendall Vivian (Science). We welcome back Liz Hill (Year 1/2) who has 

returned from maternity leave. We welcome all of our new Reception students and all other 

new students across the school and their families and caregivers. 

Our Pupil Free Day has been scheduled for Monday the 20th of February (Week 4) for our 

staff to look at current best practice in reading. In a significant policy change from previous 

years, Running Records are no longer a compulsory assessment for state government 

schools. This decision was taken because the collection of Running Records in Reception 

and Year 1 is incompatible with the Department for Education focus on systematic synthetic 

phonics as a foundational aspect of the ‘Big 6’ of reading. The SA Department for 

Education, has invested in a reading improvement agenda based on contemporary 

‘Science of Reading’ research. Running Records is aligned to a whole language approach 

to reading rather than the ‘Science of Reading’ research. As a result, it no longer 

complements the Department’s position on best reading practice and our teachers have 

commenced formal professional learning related to the ‘Science of Reading’. At Salisbury 

Park Primary School, Running Records Reading Assessments have been replaced by 

DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency assessment. DIBELS ® (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early 

Literacy Skills) is a set of procedures and measures for assessing the acquisition of literacy 

skills. They are designed to be short (one minute) fluency measures that can be used to 

regularly detect risk and monitor the development of early literacy and early reading skills 

in Reception through to Year 8. We will keep you informed each step of the way as we 

continue our journey into this new focus. 

Assemblies are back on and we start them off this Friday with our Year 5/6 Redgum 2    

class and we welcome families to come. 

Take care 

 Shane 

  

 

Important Dates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Friday 10th  
Assembly – Redgum 2 

 
Monday 20th 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
 

MARCH 
 

Mondday 6th – Friday 10th 

Reception – Year 2 
Swimming 

 
Friday 10th  

Assembly – Redgum 3 
 

Monday 13th 
Adelaide Cup 
Public Holiday 

 
Monday 15th 

Naplan begins 
 

Friday 24th 
Harmony Day 

 
Monday 27th 
Naplan ends 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Please take the time to read this important information regarding parking 

around schools. 

  

 

  



  



 

 

 


